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History of Mareeba Turf Club 

The Mareeba Turf Club is more than 100 years old.  An early picture (copy below) thought to have been taken 
around the late 1890s shows the founding committee, including John Atherton (sitting at the front with a cane).  
It is recorded that John Atherton was president of the Turf Club in 19081 

 

 

 

• The original grandstand is believed to have been built prior to the 1920s with the first record of the 
building revealed in a 1921 photograph. 

• The site was not used exclusively for horse racing and in 1927 the track was used for motorbike racing 
with riders coming from all over the Tablelands as well as by train from Cairns.   

• Golf was first played at Mareeba on the land inside the course with the jockey’s room being used as a 
clubhouse and bar.  In 1938 the Golf Club moved to its present location in Hampe Street. 

• During this time the Racecourse was occasionally used as an airfield for light aircraft, being the only 
suitable landing ground near Mareeba prior to WWII.    

• Photographs from 1937 record a militia camp at the Turf Club and later with the outbreak of WWII the 
grounds were used to entertain the troops stationed around the Tablelands area with special gala events 
put on in the Turf Club grounds. 

• Post WWII the Turf club enjoyed a busy race calendar with race meetings year round due to the 
regions favourable climate.  Photographs from the 50s through to the 70s show, meetings were well 
attended and the racecourse was a significant part of social and economic life for Mareeba and 
surrounding communities.   

• Improvements were made continuously over the years and much of the original infrastructure has been 
replaced or refurbished.  The original structural elements of the grandstand, seen in photos from the 
20s, remains but with extensive additions to the back of the stand and refurbishment to seats, cladding, 
decking and a closed-in room at the top of the stand.  The original ladies rest room remains near the 
front of the stand, but is now derelict.  Various other structures such as original stables, jockey rooms, 
steward towers, etc have been removed and replaced with modern structures over time however, the 
charm and country atmosphere of the racecourse has been retained with most of the original trees 
remaining, matured to grand proportions.  

                                                           
1
 John Atherton biography by Lucy Atherton 
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• The Mareeba Turf Club was made trustee for the Reserve in 1975 under a Deed of Grant in Trust 
(DOGIT).  In February 2008 by mutual agreement the Mareeba Shire Council became the trustees of 
the Reserve. 

• Photos showing some of the history of the Mareeba Turf Club are shown at Attachment A. 

 

Location Town Planning & Tenure 

 

The Mareeba racecourse is situated on Lot 156 on NR 2175 Parish of Tinaroo, County of Nares in the south 
western part of Mareeba off the western end of Rankin Street. Lot 156 on NR 2175 is a Deed of Grant No. 
20898045 for the purpose of Racecourse under the Trusteeship of the Tablelands Regional Council. 

DOGIT 20898045 is zoned Open Space, with a zoning map notation P21 indicating its intended use is for 
Racecourse Purposes. Under this zoning, racecourse remains “self assessable” development. The current 
activities on the DOGIT conform to the Mareeba Shire Planning Scheme which took effect from 10 January 
2005. 

Prior to March 2008 the Mareeba Turf Club Inc. (MTC) having financial difficulties, negotiated with the then 
Mareeba Shire Council to purchase the DOGIT and lease it back to the Club. Because of restriction of The Land 
Act 1994 Council was unable to purchase the DOGIT, but if the MTC surrendered the Trusteeship, Council was 
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able to accept the Trusteeship and lease it back to the MTC with an annual contribution to the Club for upkeep 
of the infrastructure.  

Mareeba Shire Council realising that the Purpose of the DOGIT at that time was only for racing, applied to the 
Department of Natural Resource (now the Department of Environment and Natural Resources DERM) to have 
the purpose extended to include Sport and Recreation. This application is still with the Department and is 
expected to be finalised after the Land Management Plan for the Reserve is presented by Council.  

MTC now have a lease with the Tablelands Regional Council for all of Lot 156 on NR2175 and the 
infrastructure for a period of twenty years from 1 March 2008 to 29 February 2028.  

 

 

 

 

The Second Schedule of the lease states: 

Second Schedule 

 

ESTABLISHMENT 

 

OBJECT: This schedule sets maintenance requirements of the Lessee in order to comply with the 

expectations of the Trustee and the community including full responsibility for the care, maintenance of the 

buildings, race track and other structures on the race course property. 

 
1. Trusteeship The Trustee agrees to take over the trusteeship of the Reserve 

(Mareeba Racecourse) and assume ownership of the structures and 
other improvements as listed: 
 
(a) Machinery Shed: Total area of 39.5 m2 general construction 
11 m2 fully enclosed, concrete slab, steel framed. Fair condition, 
being utilised. 
(b) Men's Toilet block: Masonry block on concrete slab, 17m2, 
Sound condition and being utilised. 
(c) Ticket Office: Total area 20m2, 6m2 enclosed office, general 
construction, sound condition and being utilised. 
(d) Office & Jockey Room: Total 127m2, includes Secretary's Office, 
jockey room, stewards room, kitchenette, toilets and verandah. 
Masonry block on cement slab, attractive building, sound condition 
and being utilised. 
(e) Grandstand, Dining, Betting Ring and bar Area:  
This combined structure has a total floor area of 1026m2 comprising 
of 640m2 betting and 185m2 kitchens/dining area, 103m2 grandstand 
and 98m2 upper level members room. The building is of mixed 
construction on a concrete slab floor, mainly open walls and wrap 
around bull nose awnings.  
(f) Main Horse Stalls: Total floor area of 883m2 with general 
construction comprising part concrete slab and part earth floor, 
concrete block internal walls, steel posts supporting timber trusses and 
CGI roof cladding. The structure is in good sound condition and being 
utilised. 
(g) Day Stall & Shed: Total floor area of 175m2 with general 
construction comprising part concrete part earth floor, steel frame 
supporting trim deck roof cladding and low concrete masonry block 
internal dividing walls. 
(h) Day Stalls: Total area of 174m2 with general construction 
comprising slab floor, steel frame post, timber roof frame and CGI 
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roof cladding. 
(i) Finishing Post and Announcer's Stand: Base area of 10.3m2 with 
general construction comprising steel tower frame and CGI roof and 
wall cladding. 
(j) Stewards Stand: General construction comprising steel tower frame 
and CGI roof and wall cladding and security fencing around base. 
(k) Timber Building/Shed: Total area of 23.5m2 general construction, 
no power or water connected, not utilised. 
(l) Site Improvements:  
▪   Landscaping 
▪   Fencing-security along front 
▪   Fencing-saddling enclosure 
▪   Race track running rails 
▪   Earth Dam 
▪   Levelled and drained racing track area 
▪   Track irrigation system 
 

2. Contribution by 

Trustee for  

Maintenance costs 

Trustee to pay to the Lessee an initial amount of $65,000.00 and 
thereafter an annual amount of $32,500 for eighteen (18) years. 
 

3. The Lessee will: (a) Ensure that 75% of funds paid by the Trustee are to be used 
for the maintenance of the buildings, race track, other 
structures and improvements on the racecourse property. 

(c) Be responsible for the maintenance of all structures and other 
improvements forming part of the Premises 

(d) Submit annual reports to the Trustee ensuring compliance 
with the maintenance conditions set out in (a) and (b) above. 

 
4. Changes to Lessee 

Status 

(a) In the event that the Lessee ceases to function, any monies due to 
the Lessee under Clause 2 of this schedule shall cease 
immediately and there shall be no further liability on the part 
of the Trustee. 

 
  (b) In the event that racing ceases at the course and the Lessee 

continues to function to provide "training facilities only", 
monies due to the Lessee under Clause 2 of this schedule shall 
continue to be paid but in that event, all of the funds must be 
spent on maintenance and not in accordance with clause 3(a). 

 
5. Timing of Contribution The Trustee's contribution payment will be made at the start of    the 

financial year with the payment being made immediately after its 
annual budget is adopted, usually August each year. 

 
6.                Breach of Covenant        The Lessee acknowledges that failure to at all times to thoroughly and 

comprehensively observe the requirements of the second schedule is a 
fundamental breach of the terms of the lease and may render the lease 
liable to forfeiture at the Trustee's option. 
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Upgrades/Maintenance/Improvements from 1/3/2008 to AGM 30/09/2012 

Since the change in tenure from Trustee to Lessee the MTC has been able to carry out upgrades and 
maintenance which was not possible previously. MTC has carried out the following Upgrades/Maintenance in 
this period: 

• Painting of men’s toilet block, ticket office, office and jockey room, grandstand, dining area, betting ring 
and bar area – costing $25,000.00.  

• Electrical upgrade ensuring all electrical infrastructures is compliant – costing $18,000.00 

• New slasher – costing $3,500.00 

• New mowers – costing $7,500.00 

• Stable upgrade  – costing $25,000.00 

• Kitchen extensions – costing $3,000.00 

• Member upstairs lounge air conditioning and carpet – costing $8,500.00 

• Servicing of irrigation equipment – costing $2000.00  

• Memberships drive increasing the club membership from 28 to 199. 

• Race meeting attendances increasing.  

• Atherton Kennel Club (AKC) has made the Mareeba Racecourse its home ground and will now have their 
meetings and shows from this ground. AKC has contributed to the kitchen with equipment (a two door 
fridge and food warmer) and also has plans to upgrade the venue with night lighting for night shows. MTC 
has indicated it will also contribute to this project and install further lighting to improve the grounds for 
night functions.   

• Removal of fern garden bed to allow for more corporate marquees on race days. 

• Extension of inside running rail at the 1200M & 1500M starts. 

• Erection of safety fence to separate public from horses on Race days – To comply with RQ insurance safety 
standards. 

• Gas hot water system installed to allow for greater numbers to be showered at one event e.g. dog shows. 

• Replace roof guttering on the upstairs grandstand building. 

• Improved track drainage by including sub soil drainage at outside of South Western section of track. 

• Upgrade of all internal roads/walk ways for safety. 

• Replaced roofing guttering damaged by Cyclone Yasi. 

• Installation of solar power to alleviate the rising costs of electricity. 

• Garden upgrade around trees by removing self seed palms and relaying brick edging. 
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• Purchase of mobile stage - $1,500. 

• Purchase of new deep fryer, turbo oven and baine marie. 

• Use of on field incentive scheme grants to provide power to Bookie area in garden area. 

 

 

2012/13 AGM 30/9/2012 

Office Bearers 

Patron:     Pamela Cater 

President:    Wes King 

Vice President:    Ian Adcock 

     Max Hastie 

Secretary/Treasurer:   John Thurlow 

Voluntary Finance Assistants:  Betty Dickenson 

     Kay Hastie 

Committee:    Sam Tye 

     Peter Williams 

     Jack Dickenson 

     Tom Ball 

     Michelle France 

     Natasha Srhoj 

Life Members:    Ken Roos 

     Bernie O’Shea 

     Keith Moody 

     Bob Slape 

     Kevin Ikin 

     Alan Beacham 

     Felix Buchgraber  

 

Sponsors  

4AM – The Advertising Ideas People 88.7 KIK FM 

Apollo Fruit & Veg Central Tyre Service 

Colour Studio Ware Design and Packaging 

Graham Hotel Honeycombes Sales & Services 

LM Engineering Pty Ltd Mareeba Mazda 
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Mareeba Express NQ Civil Engineering Contracting Pty Ltd 

PIMS Ross Cardillo Financial Services 

Samson’s Fruit & Veg Tableland Fertilizers 

Travel Experience.com TGT Pty Ltd 

Mareeba Leagues Club Austsafe Super 

Bendigo Community Bank Airfirst Refrigeration 

Tablelands Regional Council Ian Johns Builder 

Mareeba Transport S & CE Greco 

 

Aims/Projects of 2012/2013 Committee 

• To continue to carry on the good work of previous committees and utilise the maintenance contribution 
from Council to upgrade and maintain the Mareeba Racecourse to provide the best in racing for the 
Mareeba and district community. 

• To promote the Mareeba Racecourse not only as a venue for horse racing but also as a multi function 
sporting and recreation venue. 

•  Racing Qld conducted an assessment of racing clubs in December 2009 where clubs carried out a self 
assessment of minimum standards set by Qld Racing. MTC recognised it was not compliant in four 
areas and have rectified three of these. 

•  Develop the upstairs room with better facilities, such as toilets, so as to provide an air-conditioned 
lounge for members to be able to view the entire races from start to finish.   

• Investigate having markets at the grounds. 

• Remove rocks, soil stockpiles and rubbish from boundary with the Pony Club and Hales Street to 
enable the area to be slashed and reduce vermin and snakes. 

• Continue being a member of the Mareeba Liquor Accord and promote the responsible use of alcohol. 

• Improve training facilities so as to attract more trainers and owners to stable their horses at Mareeba 
Racecourse.  

• To upgrade toilets/shower facilities not only to alleviate the demand on race days but also to cater for 
patrons at overnight events such as dog shows. 

• To install caretakers quarters and have a permanent fulltime caretaker on site to reduce vandalism and 
provide better care of infrastructure.  

• Continue the development of a mareebaturfclub.com.au website and facebook link to keep the public 
up to date with the activities of Mareeba Turf Club. 

• Seek funding to have a Concept/Development Plan completed for Mareeba Turf Club to ensure that 
Mareeba Racecourse is developed so as to provide better racing, training facilities and multipurpose 
recreation facilities for the Mareeba region.  

• Continue to engage the Community Work Experience Program to carry out maintenance programs such 
as painting running rails to comply with Qld Racing’s minimum standards and infrastructure 
maintenance. 
 

Long Term Aims/Projects of 2012/2013 Committee 

• Fence the unused western portion of the leased area and lease to stock owners to keep grass length 
down so as to assist in fire management. 

• Continue to improve all aspects of Mareeba Turf Club so as to gain Strategic Club Classification. 
   

 

SWOT Analysis of the Mareeba Turf Club 

Strengths of Club  

• Hard working harmonious committee. 

• The racecourse is ideally situated adjacent to the sporting venues of Borzi Park but some distance from 
residential area so that the activities carried out at the racecourse do not cause any noise nuisance to 
residential areas. 
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• Mareeba has strong population growth. 

• Potential for development as a multipurpose sporting and recreation venue. 

• Council’s yearly contribution for maintenance of infrastructure allows MTC to maintain and carry out 
upgrades of the venue. 

• Increase in crowd and membership number. 

• Increasing awareness in Local Community that Mareeba Turf Club has excellent facilities for venue 
hire.  

 

Weakness of the Club 

• Non payment of operational subsidy from Qld Racing for non TAB clubs from 2009/2010 year. 

• Cancellation of race meetings due to wet weather. 

• Council rates more than doubled from 2008/2009 to 2009/2010 and again 2010/2011. 

• Control Body fees increased from $4,455 to $19,000 in the 2008/2009 to 2009/2010 period. 

• Difficulty in securing prize money to attract more horses to race on race days. 

• Insurance, electricity and other running costs increasing at alarming rates.  

 

Opportunities to Club 

• On course horse racing is becoming more popular with Mareeba & District Community  

• Increasing membership 

• Increase revenue by providing a venue for Japanese tourists to view the solar eclipse in November 
2012. 

• Develop the current facilities as a multipurpose recreation and sporting facility. 

• Change in Racing Queensland’s policies to Regional racing in Queensland.  

• Arabian and Sprint Racing (Alternate Racing) 

• Extra race events like Racing Queensland Sustain Series. 

 

Threats to Club 

• Poker machines and on-line gambling. 

• TAB facilities in Clubs. 

 

Financial 

Profit and Loss Statement 

 To 

30/6/2010 

To 

30/6/2011 

To 

 30/6/2012 

Forecast To 

30/6/2013 

Number of Meetings per year 4 3 4 5 

Racing Income     

Bar (Gross Sales) 29,261 40,511 69,492 77,000 
Catering (Gross sales)  5,242 11,056 14,000 
Tote Income (Gross Commissions) 2,610 1,136 2,826 3,500 
Gate Takings 3,819 5,741 14,063 17,000 
Race Book Sales 762 861 1,238 2,000 
Bookmakers Fees 2,628 2,235 3,958 4,500 
Sponsorship – To prize money 6,650 12,190 13,145 14,000 
Other Racing Income 3,687 733 956 1,000 
Total Racing Income 49,416 68,649 116,734 133,000 

Racing Expenditure     
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Bar - Cost of goods sold 16,940 21,577 29,020 31,000 
Bar – Wages 2,567 4,155 8,198 9,000 
Catering – Cost of goods sold  3,366 7,951 8,500 
Catering – Wages  2,453 5,568 6,000 
Tote - Expenses 1,484 1,851 3,846 4,500 
Advertising/Promotion 3,307 7,553 8,589 9,500 
Ambulance 3,435 2,446 4,460 5,500 
Closed Circuit/Picture/Broadcaster 1,830 250   
Control Body Fees 
Hire of Equipment 

19,000 18,002 
320 

15,000 15,000 

Photo Finish 820 670 280 400 
Race Books 100 -   
Trophies 889 1,535 539 800 
Raceday Entertainment 600 3,123 3,000 4,000 
Security (Race Day) 2,485 2,645 2,483 3,000 
Veterinary and Farrier Fees 1,320 1,756 2,136 2,500 
Wages Race Day 3,130 4,890 11,160 13,000 
Sponsorship Expenditure 136 605 2,003 2,500 
Other Racing Expenditure 9,036 4,821 4,558 5,500 
Total Racing Expenditure 67,080 82,018 108,791 121,200 
     

Racing Profit/Loss (17,663) (13,369) 7,943 12,300 

 
     
     

Other Operating/Admin Revenue To 

30/6/2010 

To 

30/6/2011 

To 

 30/6/2012 

To 

 30/6/2012 

Operating Subsidy from Qld Racing - 2,000 6,000 6,000 
Interest Received 1,924 286 16 50 
Grants/Subsidies 8,326 8,301 21,162 22,000 
Membership Subscriptions 1,991 27 1,227 1,300 
Track Fees and Rentals 4,518 6,838 7,201 7,500 
Fund Raising Revenue 
Insurance Recoveries 

245  
3,233 

- - 

Other Operating/Admin Revenue 33,282 32,500 32,500 32,500 
Total Other Operating/Admin Revenue 50,286 53,185 68,106 69,350 
     

Other Operating/Admin Expend.     

Accounting/Audit 7,614 6,711 7,050 7,500 
Bank Charges 256 263 506 550 
Debt Collection -  - - 
Cleaning (General) 220 386 273 300 
Electricity and Gas 3,762 4,351 5,147 4,000 
Fees, Permits and Licences 250 258 43 50 
Postage and Freight 272 41 24 50 
Printing and Stationery 450 1,185 1,042 1,100 
Insurance – Public Liability Fire and General 3,103 5,079 1,959 2,500 
Telephone/Fax 1,209 1,292 1,623 1,800 
Security 1,645 1,680 700 0 
Rates 12,485 9,684 8,606 9,000 
Depreciation 4,324 5,346 4,072 4,000 
Committee & Donations Expenditure - 263 900 1,000 
Insurance – Workers Compensation  151 258 300 
Other Operating/Expenses 897 248 1,000 1,000 
Total Other Operating/Admin Expenses 36,478 36,938 33,412 33,150 
     

Other Operating/Admin Profit/Loss 13,799 16,247 34,694 36,200 
     

Course & Facilities Repairs &     
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Maintenance 
Repairs and Maintenance (Track) 10,054 8,913 11,823 13,000 
Repairs and Maintenance (Buildings) 16,730 12,330 5,723 7,000 
Repairs and Maintenance (Equipment) 1,544 - - - 
Fuel and Oil 455 287 1,085 1,500 
Other Repairs and Maintenance Expenditure 
Grant Funded Projects - Drainage 

  2,097 
 

3,000 
 

Total Course & Facilities Repairs & 

Maintenance 

28,782 21,530 20,728 24,500 

     

Total Profit/Loss (32,646) (18,652) 21,909 

 

31,700 
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Attachment B: 

 


